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tub ^Letters of Gertrude Lowthian Bell are so fresh iu the
public mind, and seem so clearly destined to become a classic,
that there is little need hi this place for biographical details.
.It will suffice to say that she was born on July 14, 1868, at
Washington Hall, Durham., then the residence of her grand-
father, the late Sir Lowthian Bell In 1,885 sl*e entered
Lady Margaret Hall, Oxford, and in 1887 took a brilliant
First in History. During her student days in Oxford, when
she indulged in games with no less y,eal than in her studies,
she seems to have caught; the fever of the Orient, so that when
in i8gt*her uncle Sir Frank Lascelles was appointed Minister
iu Teheran we find her declaring that the great ambition, of
her life was to visit Persia. Thus it came about that iu the
spring of ,1892 Gertrude Bell set out for Teheran with Lady
Lascelles, and the little book now re-issued was the fruit of this
her first excursion into the Kast* Part of it was written on the
spot and part; of it after her return to England. In a letter
dated 1892 (presumably in December) she writes, * Uentiey
wishes to publish my Persian things, but wants more of them,
so after much hesitation 1 have decided to let him and 1 am writ-
ing him another six chapters. It's rather a bore and what's
more I would vastly prefer them to remain unpublished, I
wrote them you see to amuse myself jind I have got all the fun
out of them I ever expect to have, for modesty apart they are
extraordinarily feeble, Moreoyer I do so loathe people who
rush into print and fill the world with their cheap and nasty
work—and now I am going to be one of them. At first I,
refused, then my mother thought me mistaken and my father
was disappointed and as they are generally right 1 have given
way. But in my heart 1 hold very firmly to my first opinion.
Don't speak of this. 1 wish them not to be read.*

